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---------------------Elizabeth “Betty” Washington (George Washington’s only sister) 
   sp.  Fielding Lewis 
 
--------------------------------Betty Lewis Carter 
      sp.  Charles Carter 
 
---------------------------------------------Eleanor Carter 
           sp. William Childs 
 
----------------------------------------------------------William Ward Childs  
       sp.  Mary Fairfax Berkley 
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(Copied from History Channel.com)  
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1   John Bigelow 1617 - 1703   
..  +Mary Warren 1624 - 1691   
........ 2   Joshua Bigelow 1655 - 1745   
............  +Elizabeth Flagg 1657 - 1729   
.................. 3   Mercy Bigelow 1686 - 1745   
......................  +Thomas Garfield 1680 - 1752   
............................ 4   Thomas Garfield, Jr. 1713 - 1774   
................................  +Rebecca Johnson 1719 - 1763   
...................................... 5   Solomon Garfield 1743 - 1807   
..........................................  +Sarah Bryant 1743 -   
................................................ 6   Thomas Garfield 1773 - 1801   
....................................................  +Asenath Hill 1778 - 1851   
.......................................................... 7   Abram Garfield 1799 - 1833   
..............................................................  +Eliza Ballou 1801 - 1888   
.................................................................... 8   James Abram Garfield 1831 – 1881 
 
Several of the above persons’ ancestors married into the Child family (Bigelow, Flagg, 
Warren, and Garfield). 
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 1   Wolstone Child 1570 - 1601  
....  +Ellen Empson 1570 - 1616  
.... 2   Joshua Child 1597 - 1638  
..........  +Mary Sadler 1597 -  
........... 3   Richard Child 1631 - 1694  
...........  *2nd Wife of Richard Child:  
.................  +Hannah Traine 1657 -  
.................. 4   Margaret Child 1687 -  
........................  +Joseph Priest, Jr. 1679 - 1756  
........................ 5   James Priest 1720 -  
..............................  +Hannah Lawrence 1722 -  
............................... 6   [2] Hannah Priest 1751 - 1829  
.....................................  +[1] John Coolidge 1756 - 1822  
...................................... 7   [3] Calvin Coolidge 1780 - 1853  
............................................  +[4] Sarah Thompson 1789 - 1856  
............................................ 8   [5] Calvin Galusha Coolidge 1815 - 1878  
..................................................  +[6] Sarah Almeda Brewer 1823 - 1906  
................................................... 9   [7] John Calvin Coolidge 1845 - 1926  
.........................................................  +[8] Victoria Josephine Moor 1846 - 1885  
.......................................................... 10   [9] Calvin Coolidge, President 1872 - 1933  

 

.... 2   Elizabeth Child 1599 - 1662  

..........  +Benjamin Miles 1608 - 1631  

........... 3   Elizabeth Miles 1631 -  

.................  +William Goddard 1630 - 1691  

.................. 4   Josiah Goddard 1670 -  

........................  +Rachel Davis 1670 -  

........................ 5   Rachel Goddard 1699 -  

..............................  +Obadiah Coolidge, Jr. 1695 - 1737  

............................... 6   Josiah Coolidge 1718 - 1780  

.....................................  +Mary Jones 1718 -  

...................................... 7   [1] John Coolidge 1756 - 1822  

............................................  +[2] Hannah Priest 1751 - 1829  

............................................ 8   [3] Calvin Coolidge 1780 - 1853  

..................................................  +[4] Sarah Thompson 1789 - 1856  

................................................... 9   [5] Calvin Galusha Coolidge 1815 - 1878  

.........................................................  +[6] Sarah Almeda Brewer 1823 - 1906  

.......................................................... 10   [7] John Calvin Coolidge 1845 - 1926  

................................................................  +[8] Victoria Josephine Moor 1846 - 1885  

................................................................ 11   [9] Calvin Coolidge, President 1872 – 1933 
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 1   John Warren III 1585 - 1667  
....  +Margaret Bayly 1587 - 1662  
.... 2   Daniel Warren 1627 - 1707  
..........  +Mary Barron 1632 - 1716  
........... 3   Mary Warren 1651 - 1734  
.................  +John Child 1636 - 1676  
.................. 4   John Child II 1669 - 1748  
........................  +Hannah French 1676 - 1766  
  ........................ 5   Hannah Child 1698 - 1755  
..............................  +John Fay 1700 - 1732  

............................... 6   Jonathan Fay 1724 - 1800  

.....................................  +Joanna Phillips 1729 - 1788  

...................................... 7   Jonathan Fay, Jr. 1752 - 1811  

............................................  +Lucy Prescott 1757 - 1792  

............................................ 8   Samuel Prescott Fay 1778 - 1856  

..................................................  +Harriet Howard 1782 - 1847  

................................................... 9   Samuel Howard Fay 1804 - 1847  

.........................................................  +Susan Shellman 1808 - 1887  

.......................................................... 10   Harriet Eleanor Fay 1829 - 1924  

................................................................  +James Smith Bush 1825 - 1889   

................................................................ 11   Samuel Prescott Bush 1863 - 1948  

......................................................................  +Flora Sheldon 1872 - 1920  

....................................................................... 12   Prescott Sheldon Bush 1895 - 1972  

.............................................................................  +Dorothy Walker 1901 -  

.............................................................................. 13   George Herbert Walker Bush 1924  
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 1   John Warren III 1585 - 1667  
....  +Margaret Bayly 1587 - 1662  
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........... 3   Mary Warren 1651 - 1734  
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.................. 4   John Child II 1669 - 1748  
........................  +Hannah French 1676 - 1766  
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Engraving c. 1822 by Samuel F. B. Morse (another ancestor)  
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The electrical telegraph owned and 
built by Samuel F. B. Morse. 
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Civil War  
Organization: Battery A, 1st Rhode Island Light Artillery 
Entered Service: Providence, R.I. 
Birth:  8 May 1843, Providence, R.I. 
Date Medal Issued: 20 July 1897 
 
 
Date of Action: 17 September 1862 
Place of Action: Antietam, Md. 
 

Citation:  
Was wounded and taken to the rear insensible, but when partially recovered insisted on returning 
to the battery and resumed command of his piece, so remaining until the close of the battle. 
�
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PERSONAL NARRATIVES 

OF THE 
BATTLES OF THE REBELLION 

 
MOLLUS CIVIL WAR PAPERS READ BEFORE THE 

RHODE ISLAND SOLDIERS AND SAILORS HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 

1895 
Paper No. 4 

Volume No. 8 
BY BENJAMIN H. CHILD 

(Late Sergeant Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artillery 
Promoted Lieutenant, Battery H, 1st Regiment Rhode Island Light 

Artillery, 1864 
MOLLUS ID # 09667, 

Recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor, 
for his actions at the Battle of Antietam with Battery A, 1st Regiment, 

Rhode Island Light Artillery) 
” QUAEQUE IPSE MISERRIMA 

ET QUORUM PARS MAGNA FUI” 
PROVIDENCE: 

SIDNEY S. RIDER, 1878 
 

FROM 
FREDERICKSBURG 

TO 
GETTYSBURG ACTIONS OF SERGEANT 

BENJAMIN H. CHILD 
BATTERY A, FIRST REGIMENT RHODE ISLAND 

LIGHT ARTILLERY  
�
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Wayland [Massachusetts], Aug. 13*th* 1860  

Dear Mrs. Jacobs,  

I have been busy with your M.S. ever since I saw you; and have only done one third of it. I have 
very little occasion to alter the language, which is wonderfully good, for one whose opportunities 
for education have been so limited. The events are interesting and well told; the remarks are also 
good, and to the purpose. But I am copying a great deal of it, for the purpose of transposing 
sentences and pages, so as to bring the story into continuous order, and the remarks into 
appropriate places. I think you will see that this renders the story much more clear and 
entertaining.  

I should not take so much pains, if I did not consider the book unusually interesting, and likely to 
do much service to the Anti-Slavery cause. So you need not feel under great personal 
obligations. You know I would go through fire and water to help give a blow to Slavery. I 
suppose you will want to see the M.S. after I have exercised my bump of mental order upon it; 
and I will send it wherever you direct, a fortnight hence.  

My object in writing at this time is to ask you to write what you can recollect of the outrages 
committed on the colored people, in Nat Turner's time. You say the reader would not believe 
what you saw "inflicted on men, women, and children, without the slightest ground of suspicion 
against them." What were those inflictions? Were any tortured to make them confess? and how? 
Where any killed? Please write down some of the most striking particulars, and let me have them 
to insert.  

I think the last Chapter, about John Brown, had better be omitted. It does not naturally come into 
your story, and the M.S. is already too long. Nothing can be so appropriate to end with, as the 
death of your grand mother.  

Mr. Child desires to be respectfully remembered to you. Very cordially your friend,  

L. Maria Child 

�
�
9�
�@�9�
�@�9�
�@�9�
�@�����������
�����8�0��*�	�6��0��,�;�8����
�����
��� ��*���*���&��������� ����������5��
��
���'��*�8��

�
�



��������

�
�
�



��������

�
�
�



��������
�
�
��������������������	���
���������� ��!� �
������	
��
�	
���	�� �

���
!���/0	�1234���

�
����
������5��

"��
�����
�����
���
�������
�(
��
������
��
������� �(����	�
���"���
���
�������
��
����
�
��������6���
���
���(����
��
������
��7
��
��
�8
 ��������
��
!�
�������
�����(
�
��������

��������
�����9���������
�������������
��
���
���
 �
��
���#�����������
�����
�
����	�"�
���������
�
���
��
�
��
���
���:���
�������
������� ��
�8
����)
���;�
����������
���
�������
��������	�
�������
���������
������	��
���
��(����� ��
���������
���.��

"�
���
���(���
�����������
��
!
����
��
�6�
���
��� ��������
����!����������������������
(��

��8
����;�
��<���������
���(�����
���
�"���
��
��
 ������������
����
��
�����
���
���
����

����	��
�������!����
��������
�������������
���;�� �"�
�����
��
����
��
�����������
��
���
��
�(������
����(�
�����
������!�
���
�������������(
� ��=���
����
�	���
������������(
���
��

����
���	������������
(������������(��������
����� 
���
��
��%��������
�(
�����
����������
�
�����������
����	�
������
���

���������
���(������ ��
��
��
��(���
�����
�(���
��(����
��
��
��(
����.�"���
������	�(
���
��!������
���
�������� ���
����������

"��
���!�����
����
���
�����
(��
(������*!
����
��� �	�
���"���
������
����
���������
��

�
�
��>���
�����
��(����
��)
���;�
�����(������
�� ���
��;��������������
�������������	�"�
�������������������������
������
��������
���
���
� ��	�������"��
�
��������(
������
�
����
��
�����
�!��
(����������
������;���!��
����������( ���
!����
�!��
��
����
�������
������	�"�
�����
��
��
�	���
�����"�!��������
���������
��#��� ������(����������������
�������
(	�"���
����
�
���������������
����������������
��!������������� �
���
���������+����
��
�
�
�����
���(���	�
��
����-������
��
��(��������
���
���
��#���������

;���"���
������������(�����������������
��������(�� 
������
������(���(���
�������
�
��
����
������
����
������
����
�	����������
������������	� 
������
������(����
���
�������?������
��
��
!����
!�
�����
���������
�
�������������(�
�������� �
�!�
���
�������������(
���"�������
��
(���
���
���
�
�	��������
��������!�
���	���
��"��
 ����������������(����
���
�����
���
��������
����������
���
�����������
�������
���	�
� ���
���
�
���������
�����
��
�������

@
���	�������������	��

A��B*9"*�8%"A���

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



��������
Reply from John Brown to Lydia Maria Child 
 
 
Mrs. L. Maria Child: 
 

My Dear Friend--Such you prove to be, though a stranger--your most kind letter has reached me, 
with the kind offer to come here and take care of me. Allow me to express my gratitude for your great 
sympathy, and at the same time to propose to you a different course, together with my reasons for wishing 
it. I should certainly be greatly pleased to become personally acquainted with one so gifted and so kind, 
but I cannot avoid seeing some objections to it, under present circumstances. First, I am in charge of a 
most humane gentleman, who, with his family, has rendered me every possible attention I have desired, or 
that could be of the least advantage; and I am so recovered of my wounds as no longer to require nursing. 
Then, again, it would subject you to great personal inconvenience and heavy expense, without doing me 
any good. Allow me to name to you another channel through which you may reach me with your 
sympathies much more effectually. I have at home a wife and three young daughters, the youngest but 
little over five years old, the oldest nearly sixteen. I have also two daughters-in-law, whose husbands have 
both fallen near me here. There is also another widow, Mrs. Thompson, whose husband fell here. 
Whether she is a mother or not, I cannot say. All these, my wife included, live at North Elba, Essex 
county, New York. I have a middle-aged son, who has been, in some degree, a cripple from his childhood, 
who would have as much as he could well do to earn a living. He was a most dreadful sufferer in Kansas, 
and lost all he had laid up. He has not enough to clothe himself for the winter comfortably. I have no 
living son, or son-in-law, who did not suffer terribly in Kansas. 

Now, dear friend, would you not as soon contribute fifty cents now, and a like sum yearly, for the 
relief of those very poor and deeply afflicted persons, to enable them to supply themselves and their 
children with bread and very plain clothing, and to enable the children to receive a common English 
education? Will you also devote your own energies to induce others to join you in giving a like amount, 
or any other amount, to constitute a little fund for the purpose named? 

I cannot see how your coming here can do me the least good; and I am quite certain you can do 
immense good where you are. I am quite cheerful under all my afflicting circumstances and propects; 
having, as I humbly trust, "the peace of God which passeth all understanding" to rule in my heart. You 
may make such use of this as you see it fit. God Almighty bless and reward you a thousand fold! 

 

Yours in sincerity and truth,  
        JOHN BROWN. 
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    Written by Lydia Maria Child in 1850 �
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Mayflower was a very common ship name, and in fact numerous other ships called the 
Mayflower made trips to New England; but none of them were the same ship that brought the 
Pilgrims to America. 

������	��
5��
������*
�������	��
��<�����
��
���+�
 *��5�����
����
���#��	�������������'��
����
�
���	��
����������5�������� $�!�����0���������
�'��������� ��7�8���������������������+���������������
����

��������	��
��<�����
�������886��������
�����
�������7 �8�����������5�������������7�0��
T��������'���6	�0�
��
��������������688��������	����K6��
����*�
������������ ��0���������
����	��6�,��5��06
���������
�5�����5��
�''����
�
����8�����
������������6
����
��'����0�
��� �
������6�
��*���
���
�����'����0�
�5�
�������5�
���� *�����
��

��	��
��*������<����
�
����88�������
�����/�+�
� $ �/��7�0��
�������������+����������������������5���5��

���
�����5������*�
�����K6��
�����*�
������'���0
����� �*��	�
����������6�
��*���	����

����������*�������
�''��������#����''��������5����%�����	����*����������� �8���)��,����	�������������7�0��
����
����������
�'����
+��
�������'5����
�������*�6��7�
�����
���	���������60
� ��������*����������������0�����*�������8������8�'
�����
#��
�����������������6����������
������
��
�����	����� ������
�����������
�
���	����
��6	��*�S�$��U�%�
��
��� �
�''�����	��
�
���:�����	����'�'������0�
�����6��,���-�
�� 6�����
����
�6����'���*�����������8����	����8�����*�
������
��������
6��������6�
�	�
��*�
��	�
�
�
�0��*�6���� VV�%�
��
�����2���K6��
�����*�
���
��������*�
���
+�
*��5����'�86��
�������������0����06�
��&�	��'��8���
� �����5���� ���
������
���������������������+�������
��*��������
�������0��������������*�����
���
�������
� ��������������
��6''�����*��	�
���*�8
�
��
�T7�
����� 
���
'�����������
�����



��������
�

�
����8������������

�6
���N���������:��*������N�)���������

�

�



��������
���'����*��	@��8��
�	'��
���8�	N���
��
N8����0����
	� ��

����8�����������<��*���F���6	��5��,��#���1�����������&8�
 
����:�'6����)�������� ""�F "!"������
8����������0
�	��
����
���L8����L��*�*��,�	6��8��&8����� �
�5��,����*���
��L������)������L�0
��6	0��������
���
��8���������W��X�#���1�*���I����
��������W ��X������7���� ����
8��#���8����8
����8�����
���*��2��6�
����
������8�����(���0��������J���,�����������8������������ �<��������8��*�86����'��	����
����	��6�8��'
���*�0����� ��
��
����
����'���
�����������������������������
���
������ �8����8
��������������
����������
��������6�����
��
�
5��������
���
��
���1�����������&8�

����0������������ �<��������8��5�����
����
����������8�'���8��������
���
 
F
����������6������ ���

�����<��������8��*�86�������
������
��
��*�
���5������ ���
��	�����
����
����	6��8��������'��������
������������	�����������	�����
�0���*��*������
��0�6
� *�*

��*�
���
6����������������6	��#�����������*���5��
����
8�����
���28�6��������8�6������	68����0�
����	�����8��� ���������''�����
��0����8�����
��
���

�����<��5��,��5�����0
��
���6	���6���8����������8�6������ *���&8�

����0��������%�����	�+�
���5����
5���5��
��+���
����
@���8���
�����+�����������&'������6��
� �������8�����'�����������2�����6�����5�
����
���
��6	0����*��8������������

������5���0���������0�6��
� �� "����
��������*���)��
���� ����	�,���������<��*�	��
�5���'�����������
�

������)��
������		���&8���������
���1������������&8�� ����)��
��<��'60��8��8�������;
�5������
�
���6���

�����������

��*�1'���&�����
���25�����
���'���8�'���� *�
���)��
�����
���&8������5�����8����C��������<��
����6���
��
�������5����0���
����
������������������
6�� �
�������5������8
���8��������
����(���

�������6�
���*���
��������8�������� "/$�����5����**���� ���'���
�������	�
��	�
�8������
����������
��
�
����'���
�8����8���	
��������'60���������6��A���:��
������ �������*��	�����
����;��)�5��
8���
��5��	�
���
5��,�5�������8�
�������0����������
��
�,�����������*� �0���8��*��	����������(���

������
��,����������*��0���8��*��	� "/!�F� "� �
���
6� 
�1����������	���������	���8�'�������
����
16��'����
6�
�������)������������

�������;�� "� ����5����� 	���
���)�
��
���:��*�������*�7��
���8�����
A��
��
�F����������
���'���
����*������
������#���6��� 6
�����
��6����
������������8����8
���0������0��,�����
	��
�����6���������8�����'������5�
���8�������
���6��� 6
�
���5��������������������6������#���6��������**��
��

�������������0���
�8�	��
����6��������*�
���������
� *��,�����8����8
���������2��
��8���������������8�	'��
�� ���
��8
���
���#�������8
���
���5��������
���
���������#��� J�������

��*���

����������
�����	�����������
�
��8
���
��5�������5����!��������������
�����	��������� ���� ""/��������6	0�������
�����	��������������
 "".��/���

������'60�������	��
�5��,���;������
����
��1�����������&8 �

����:�'6����)��������#���:��
�8���
%��,���*�1�	6���&'������������6	���'60���������� "�������� A0�����
��������
�������6�����*����68�������
��5���������������'�'������ "$������'60���������� "$(��� ���8��������������	��
��	'��
��
��;������
�������5���

��������������
����*�����������*�)��
����:��
���0��6�� ��� "�(���������
6���
���8�6����������6����������*�*

�
���6	��������

;�� "$��������	�������1��C�0�
��1����
�&���5�8,��#��
�� ���
�������6��
��������������������5���
���8��0��������	����*�8���	������6	��������**�8
����
��
 ���*������
�����L&
600
������L�0�8�6����*���������
�
�
�
6��������
��'������6����������5�����������
�'�
���
� �J��0���
�������
����
���J�������	
�0�8�6����*�����
����
����������������	���
�����5��
����
�8�����0������ ��������0�����������6''��
��*�
���J�������$���



��������
;�� "!(�������5��������8���������88����
����������
���� �����
�
��60����0
���6
��������6	�
��	��

*6�
����5��,����������8��������������������&�'
�	0���  ��  "!$�����5���06��������&
�8,0��������
�
���
�	���*�
�������
��������5���8�	'��
����
������
����6	���*���� �5��,��#�����
���68
��������0�0������'�
�5������
�
8�	'��
���#���0�0������'�
�5������'��'���
�����06
�
��� ��
����������	����*���������
���68
����5�������6**�8���
�

��8�	'��
���9������*��
��K6���
��
���
��,��*�8�	'��
 �����
��.���

�����<��1�����������&8�

����:�'6����)���������	�����
��� �
������������
����5��,������	���6����0
��
�����2��6�
����������8�������

��
����
����
����������	 ��,�0��������5��,����'������688�������������
���������
8��
��6���
��������
���
������5����������<��5��,�����*� ��
����
�
��0�������8���������
������
������
�
�����' �����8���
1�����������&8�

����:�'6����)��������������������
����
� ���������6�0���
����00
��
������	6��8������;
������
6��K6��5��,�
��
����6�����������'�����'��'���*��	������886 '�
���������
�����0�
��5�
������5�
��6
�	6��8���

����
���

Child 82: The Bonny Birdy (partial lyrics)  
 
THERE was a knight, in a summer’s night, 
Was riding oer the lee, diddle 
An there he saw a bonny birdy, 
Was singing upon a tree. diddle 
O wow for day! diddle 
An dear gin it were day! diddle 
Gin it were day, an gin I were away! 
For I ha na lag time to stay. diddle 
‘Make hast, make hast, ye gentle knight, 
What keeps you here so late? 
Gin ye kent what was doing at hame, 
I fear you woud look blate.’ 
‘O what needs I toil day an night, 
My fair body to kill, 
Whan I hae knights at my comman, 
An ladys at my will?’                
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Sir Josiah Child was the son of a London merchant. He set up as a naval chandler in 
Portsmouth, made a fortune in his twenties and became an investor in the English East India 
Company. Josiah Child became MP for Petersfield, then Dartmouth, after which he became a 
baronet and MP for Ludlow. His interests in the Company grew, as did his involvement in its 
financial rejuvenation and he was eventually appointed its very dictatorial governor. Child's 
reputation was made in other areas than India. He espoused the doctrine of free trade and low 
interest rates to improve commercialism although he thought Britain should have the sole right to 
trade with her colonies. Child is also remembered for radical ideas of helping poor workers.  
 
(Copied from: www.econlib.org/library/YPDBooks/Lalor/llCy392.html) 
 

EAST INDIA COMPANY , a famous association, originally established for prosecuting 
the trade between England and India, which they acquired a right to carry on exclusively.   

—During the greater part of the reigns of Charles II. and James II. the company's affairs 
at home were principally managed by the celebrated Sir Josiah Child, the ablest commercial 
writer of the time; and in India by his brother, Sir John Child. In 1681 Sir Josiah published an 

apology for the company, under the signature of  —"A Treatise wherein is 
demonstrated that the East India Trade is the most National of all Foreign Trades;" in which, 
besides endeavoring to vindicate the company from the objections that had been made against it, 
he gives an account of its state at the time. From this account it appears that the company 
consisted of 556 partners; that they had from 35 to 36 ships of from 100 to 775 tons, employed in 
the trade between England and India, and from port to port in India (p. 23); that the customs 
duties upon the trade amounted to about £60,000 a year; and that the value of the exports, "in 
lead, tin, cloth, and stuffs, and other commodities of the production and manufacture of 
England," amounted to about £60,000 or £70,000 a year. Sir Josiah seems to have been struck, as 
he well might, by the inconsiderable amount of the trade; and he therefore dwells on the 
advantages of which it was indirectly productive in enabling the English to obtain supplies of 
raw silk, pepper, etc., at a much lower price than they would otherwise have fetched. But this, 
though true, proved nothing in favor of the company; it being an admitted fact that those articles 
were furnished at a still lower price by the interlopers or private traders.  

Sir Josiah Child was one of the first who projected the formation of a territorial empire in 
India. But the expedition fitted out in 1686, in the view of accomplishing this purpose, proved 
unsuccessful; and the company was glad to accept peace on the terms offered by the Mogul. Sir 
John Child, having died during the course of these transactions, was succeeded in the principal 
management of the company's affairs in India by Mr. Vaux. On the appointment of the latter, Sir 
Josiah Child, to whom he owed his advancement, exhorted him to act with vigor, and to carry 
whatever instructions he might receive from home into immediate effect. Mr. Vaux returned for 
answer, that he should endeavor to acquit himself with integrity and justice, and that he would 
make the laws of his country the rule of his conduct. Sir Josiah Child's answer to this letter is 
curious. "He told Mr. Vaux roundly that he expected his orders were to be his rules, and not the 



��������
laws of England, which were a heap of nonsense, compiled by a few ignorant country gentlemen, 
who hardly knew how to make laws for the good government of their own private families, much 
less for the regulating of companies and foreign commerce." (Hamilton's New Account of the 
East Indies, vol. i., p. 232)  

 

Sir 
Josiah Child monument in St Mary's church, Wanstead 
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Josiah Child founded the Child's Bank.  He spent a great deal 
of it improving the gardens - a plan of which (dated 1735) is 
shown below    
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From Semi-Centennial History of the City of Rochester 
by William F. Peck (1884) 
pages 686 - 687  
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Jonathan Child 
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Nathaniel Rochester (Jonathan’s father-in-law) 
Painting by James Audubon 

Picture of Jonathan Child 
It hangs in Rochester City 
Hall. 
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Child has command of a regiment in Kent until he went to India in 1653 and was 
subsequently made Governor of Bombay and commander of all the land and naval forces of 
England in the East.  The title of “His Excellency” was conferred upon him by Parliament in 
1682, and King James II made him a baronet as “ Sir John Child of Surat” in 1684.  He is the 
brother of Sir Josiah Child.�
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 The eldest son of Benjamin Child of Roxbury was born in 1654.  He was made by his 
great uncle, Mr. Ephraim Child of Watertown, heir to a large portion of his estate; he had not 
long entered upon these possessions when the Massachusetts colony was distracted by the 
relentless slaughter of many of its inhabitants, in combats known as “Phillips War.”  Ephraim 
Child, with other valiant young men under the command of Capt. Beers, was slain by the Indians 
at Northfield, Massachusetts, on the 23rd of September 1675. 

 .�(�
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 Held a commission as Lieutenant in company 17, in 11th Regiment of the Infantry, in 
Connecticut.  He later fought in the American Revolution. 
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;�8��������������'
���

 At scarcely sixteen years of age, in response for volunteers, was among the first to be 
enrolled. He fought in the battles of Crown Point and Ticonderoga.  At the time of Israel 
Putnam’s capture in 1756, young Child was marching near him. 
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 Child served under Denerals Putnam and Durkee.   
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 Capt.Micajah Gleason's co. of Minutemen, which marched on the alarm of April 19, 
1775, to Concord; service, 6 days.  
�
��������0�4����%��
��	����'
��� ,  
 Col. Thomas Gardner's regt.; list of officers; ordered in Provincial Congress June 2, 
1775, that a commission be issued; also, same regt.; muster roll dated Aug. 1, 1775; engaged 
April 25, 1775; service, 98  
days ; stature, 5 ft. 8 in. ; also, Lieut. Col. William Bond's (37th) regt.; muster roll for Aug., 
1775, dated Camp Prospect Hill; also, company return dated Camp at Prospect Hill, Oct. 6, 1775.  
Abraham Peirce's co., which marched on he alarm of April 19, 1775, to Concord and 
Lexington; service, 3 days; company called out by Col. Thomas Gardner. Captain in the 25th 
Regt. Of the Continental Army, Commission issued by the Provincial Congress on  
June 2,, 1775.  Also served in the 37th Regt. From August 1775.    
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 Capt. Abijah Child's co.. Col. Thomas Gardner's regt.; muster roll dated Aug. 1, 1775; 
enlisted April 30, 1775; service, 91 days; stature, 5 ft.; also, Capt. Abijah Child's co., Lieut. Col. 
William Bond's (37th) regt. ; muster roll for Aug., 1775, dated Camp Prospect Hill ; reported 
sick and absent; also, company return dated Camp at Prospect Hill, Oct. 6, 1775; also, order for 
bounty coat or its equivalent in money dated Prospect Hill, Dec. 2, 1775.  
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 Capt. John Wood's co., Col. Samuel Gerrish's regt. ; ordered in Provincial Congress 
May 27, 1775, that a commission be issued ; also, 1st Lieutenant, 26th regt. ; return of officers 
dated Cambridge Camp, Jan. 8, 1776; also, Capt. John Wood's co.. Col. Loammi Baldwin's 
(26th) regt.; weekly return dated " Crompon " (Crown Point), Nov. 29, 1776; also, Col. 
Baldwin's regt. ; return of men who went on expedition to Trenton, Dec. 26, 1776, dated 
Mixfield, Dec. 29, 1776; also. Captain, 9th regt.; list of settlements of rank of Continental 
officers made at West Point by a Board held for the purpose and confirmed by Congress Sept. 6, 
1779; commissioned Feb. -, 1777; reported resigned Sept. 6, 1779; also, Captain, Col. James 
Wesson's regt.; Continental Army pay accounts for service from Jan. 1, 1777, to Sept. 6, 1779; 
also, return for clothing received dated Boston, Oct. 19, 1778.  
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 Capt. Abijah Child's co.; receipt dated July 10, 1777, for mileage,  
etc., from Ticonderoga home in 1776; also, Capt. Child's co.; receipt dated Dec.  
15, 1777,  for wages, etc; also. Sergeant, Capt. Child's co., Col. Bond's regt.; paj'  
abstract for Nov. [year not given] ; reported discharged Nov. 9 [year not given] .  
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 Capt. Lemuel Child's (3d Roxbury) co.. Col. William Heath's regt., which marched on 
the alarm of April 19, 1775 ; dismissed May 3, 1775 ; service, 15 days.  

�



��������
�������;�8�������7�206�
����'
 ����

When the war broke out, he enlisted under Gen. Schuyler and Gen. Gates.  He later 
received an honorable discharge. 
�
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 Capt. Abraham Peirce's co., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775, to 
Concord and Lexington; service, 3 days ; company called out by Col. Thomas Gardner; also, 
Capt. Abraham Peirce's co.. Col. Eleazer Brooks's regt. of guards; joined Jan. 12, 1778; service 
to April 3, 1778, 2 mos. 22 days, at Cambridge; also, Capt. John Walton's co., Col. Brooks's 
regt.; joined Sept. 4, 1778; discharged Sept. 11, 1778.  
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 Capt. Lemuel Child's (3d Roximry) co., Col. William Heath's regt., which marched on 
the alarm of April 19, 1775 ; dismissed May 3, 1775 ; service, 15 days. Child, John, Roxbury 
(also given Watertown). Ensign, Capt. Abner Craft's cc. Col. Thomas Gardner's regt. ; list of 
officers ; ordered in Provincial Congress June 2, 1775, that a commission be issued; also, Capt. 
Abner Craft's co., Lieut. Col. William Bond's (late Gardner's) 37th regt. ; company return dated 
Cambridge, Oct. 7, 1775; also, Lieutenant, Col. Henry Jackson's regt.; Continental Army pay 
accounts for service from May 12, 1777, to Oct. 17, 1778 ; reported resigned and received 
honorable discharge from Gen. Sullivan Oct. 17, 1778; also, Col. Jackson's regt. ; return of 
officers for clothing dated Boston, March 20, 1778 ; also, 2d Lieutenant, Capt. Thomas 
Cartwright's co., Col. Henry Jackson's regt.; pay rolls for June-Sept., 1778; engaged May 12, 
1777; also, return of officers certified at Camp Providence, July 29, 1775.  
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 Capt. Abraham Peirce's co., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775, to 
Concord and Lexington ; service, 3 days ; company called out by Col. Thomas Gardner. Col. 
Samuel Thatcher's regt.; 5 days rations allowed from March 4 to March 8, 1776; company 
called out by order of Gen. Washington at the taking of Dorchester Heights.  
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 Capt. Nathan Dix's co.. Col. James Wesson's regt.; Continental Army pay accounts for 
service from Jan. 1, 1777, to Dec. 31, 1779; residence, Newton; credited to town of Newton; 
also, descriptive list of enlisted men dated Jan. 11, 1781; Capt. Dix's co.. Col. Michael Jackson's 
(8th) regt.; age, 24 yrs.; stature, 5 ft. 7 in.; complexion, light; hair, sandy; occupation, 
blacksmith; birthplace, Newton ; residence, Newton ; enlisted Jan. 1, 1777, at Ridgefield, by 
Lieut. Lock ; enlistment, during war.   
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 Col. Child fought at Bunker Hill and Bennington. 
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 Capt. Amariah Fuller's co., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775, to 
headquarters at Cambridge; service, 1 day; reported as belonging to the alarm list.  
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 Col. AVilliam Heath's regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775 at 
Lexinton; dismissed May 3, 1775 ; service, 15 days.  

"Roxbury, Dec. 16, 1775. A true and just roll of the Third Company in Roxbury, commanded by 
Capt. Lemuel Child, in Col. Wm. Heath's Regiment, the 19th day of April, then called to the 3d 
day of May, and then dismissed. 

Capt. Lemuel Child. 
Lt. Lemuel May. 
Lt. Isaac Williams. 
Ensign Samuel White. 
Sergt. Eben Weld. 
         Stephen Payson. 
         Ezra Davis. 
         Isaac Sturtevant. 
Corpl. Payson Williams. 
         John Lowder. 
         Joseph Weld. 
         Joseph Brewer. 

         Privates, 
John Adams. 
Elijah Child. 
John Child. 
Abijah Clarke. 
Aaron Draper. 
Ichabod Draper. 
Paul Dudley. 
Thomas Dudley. 
Peter Everet. 
John Foster. 
Eben Goodenough. 

John Foster. 
Wm. Gould. 
Asa Morse. 
Thomas Parker. 
Eben Pond. 
Samuel Star. 
Peter Walker. 
Elijah Weld. 
Job Weld. 
David White. 
Wm. Wood. 
Jason Winch. 
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 Died at New Castle, New York on November 15, 1776 
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 Capt. Amariah Fuller's co., Col. Thatcher's regt.; company called out March 4, 1776 ; 
service, 5 days ; also, Capt. Joseph Fuller's CO., Col. Samuel Bullard's regt. ; enlisted Aug. 20, 
1777 ; discharged Nov. 29, 1777 ; service, 3 mos. 22 days, at Stillwater; also, Capt. Edward 
Fuller's (1st Newton) CO., Col. Thatcher's regt.; marched to Cambridge Sept. 2, 1778, to guard 
British troops; discharged Sept. 3, 1778; service, 2 days; also, descriptive list of men raised to 
reinforce Continental Army for the term of 6 months, agreeable to resolve of June 5, 1780, 
returned as received of Justin Ely, Commissioner, at Springfield, July 21, 1780, by Brig. Gen. 
John Glover; age, 21 yrs.; stature, 5 ft. 10 in.; complexion, dark; residence, Newton; marched to 
camp July 21, 1780, under command of Capt. Isaac Pope ; also, list of men raised for the 6 
months service and returned by Brig. Gen. Paterson as having passed muster in a return dated 
Camp Totoway, Oct. 25, 1780 ; also. Private ; pay roll for 6 months men raised by the town of 
Newton for service in the Continental Army during 1780 ; marched July 17, 1780; discharged 
Dec. 17, 1780; service, 5 mos. 12 days. Capt. Abner Craft's co., Lieut. Col. William Bond's (late 
Gardner's) 37th regt.; company return dated Cambridge, Oct. 7, 1775 ; also, order for bounty 
coat or its equivalent in money dated Cambridge, Nov. 30, 1775.  
 



��������
 
 
�
�������:��������%�
��
�5��   
 List of men raised for the 6 months service and returned by Brig. Gen. Paterson as 
having passed muster in a return dated Camp Toto- way, Oct. 25, 1780 ; also, pay roll for 6 
months men raised by the town of Watertown for service in the Continental Army during 1780; 
marched July 4, 1780; discharged Dec. 6, 1780; service, 5 mos. 13 days.  
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 List of men returned as servinig on main guard at Prospect Hill under Lieut Col. 
Loammi Baldwin, dated July 16, 1775. Also believed to have fought at Bunker Hill and 
Ticonderoga.  
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 Capt. Edmund Bemis's co.. Col. Asa Whitcomb's regt.; muster roll dated Aug. 1, 1775; 
enlisted April 25, 1775; service, 3 mos. 14 days; also, Drummer, same co. and regt.; receipt for 
wages for Aug., 1775, dated Camp at Prospect Hill ; also, Private, same co. and regt.; company  
return [probably Oct., 1775] ; also, order for bounty coat or its equivalent in money dated Nov. 
30, 1775.  
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 Capt. Zaccheus Wright's co., Col. Cyprian How's regt.; enlisted Sept. 8, 1780; 
discharged Oct. 30, 1780; service, 1 mo. 26 days, travel included. Roll sworn to in Suffolk Co.  
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 Capt. Thomas White's (Brookline) co,. Col. William Heath's regt., which marched on 
the alarm of April 19, 1775; service to May 12, 1775, 23 days.  
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 Capt. Timothy Corey's co., Col. Samuel Gerrish's regt. ; muster roll dated Aug. 1, 1775; 
enlisted April 26, 1775; service, 3 mos. 7 days; also, Capt. Timothy Corey's (7th) co., Lieut. Col. 
Loammi Baldwin's (38th) regt. ; company return dated Sewall's Point, Sept. 25, 1775.  
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� Child was on Dorchester Heights the morning the British forces evacuated Boston.  
From those heights, where he had worked all night long throwing up embankments, he saw the 
British fleet as the sun rose in the morning, slowing sailing out of Boston Harbor.  Captain Child 
was also with the army of the North at the surrender of Burgoyne. 
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 Fought at Bennington with his father Col. Jonathan Child 
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Note:��Daniel Twitchell, husband of Eunice Child, fought at the Battle of Lexington�
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The original Star Spangled Banner 
flown at Fort McHenry during the 
War of 1812. 
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� Child served in the company commanded by his brother Joseph Child. 
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 Captain Child served in the 9th Rgt., U.S. Regulars, and fought in the battles of Sacketts 
Harbor and Fort Erie, receiving wounds that entitled him to a pension of $250 year that 
continued for over fifty years. 
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 In 1814, Governor Strong of Massachusetts appointed Child to captain of the Augusta, 
Maine militia. 
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Map detailing the Battle of Sacketts 
Harbor 
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 When the call for volunteers in the War of 1812, Jonathan Child was enrolled as a 
volunteer, and fought in the Battle of Fort Erie, and acquired the rank of major. 
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Child commanded a company that included his brother Benjamin G. Child. 

�

Siege and Defence of Fort Erie, 1869 
Benson J. Lossing in  

The Pictorial Field-Book of the War of 1812 
Illustration 

Reference Code: 971 .034 LOS, page 839 
Archives of Ontario Library  
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Child commanded at the Battle of North Point on September 12, 1814. 

 

The above engraving is a copy of a drawing belongin g to the Maryland Historical Society, made by 
an eye-witness after the Battle of North Point , as the conflict described in the text is called.  �
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������Historical marker Baltimore, MD                         Rendering of the Battle of North Point 
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����� Child served in the U.S. Army stationed at Buffalo, New York. 
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 William Child is the father of Maj. Jonathan Child.  He also served in the Revolutionary 
War. 
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Military History. --- Cadet at the Military Academy, Apr. 6, 1813, to Mar. 11, 1814, when he 
was graduated and promoted in the Army to Third Lieut., 1st Artillery, Mar. 11, 1814. 
          Served:  in the War of 1812-15 with Great Britain, in the Campaign of 1814, on the 
Niagara Frontier, being engaged in the Capture of Ft. Erie, 

(Second Lieut., 1st Artillery, Mary 1, 1814) 
(Transferred to Corps of Artillery, May 12, 1814) 

U. C., July 3, 1814, -- Battle of Niagara, July 25, 1814, -- and Defense of Ft. Erie, U. C., from its 
Bombardment and Assault by the enemy, Aug. 13-15, 1814, until the Siege was raised by the 
successful Sortie from it, Sep. 17, 1814; in garrison at Ft. Niagara, N. Y., 1815-16, -- New 
(First Lieut., Corps of Artillery, Apr. 20, 1818) 
York harbor, 1816-18, -- Ft. Washington, Md., 1818-19, -- and New York harbor, 1819-20; on 
Commissary duty, 1820-21; in garrison at Ft. 

(First Lieut., 3d Artillery, June 1, 1821) 
(Captain, 3d Artillery, Oct. 1, 1826) 

Washington, Md., 1821-25, 1825-27, -- and at Ft. Sullivan, Me., 1827-31, 1832-36; in the 
Florida War , 1836-37, being engaged against the Seminole Indians in the Attack on Ft. Drane, 
Fla., Aug. 21, 1836; on  
(Bvt. Major, Aug. 21, 1836, for Planning the Attack on the  
Indians at Ft. Drane, Fla., and Good Conduct in that Affair) 
Recruiting service, 1837, 1838; in the Florida War, 1838-40, 1840-42; in  

(Bvt. Lieut.-Colonel, Feb. 1, 1841, for Gallant Conduct and Repeated Successes in the 
War Against the Florida Indians, Between Nov., 1840, and Mar., 1842) 

Garrison at Ft. Johnston, N.C., 1842-44, -- Ft. Moultrie, S.C., 1844, -- and Ft. Johnston, N.C., 
1844-45; in Military Occupation of Texas, 1845-46; as Colonel of Artillery Battalion of “Army 
of Occupation,” Oct. 3, 1845, to Feb. 16, 1847;  
In the War with Mex ico, 1846-48, being engaged in the Battle of Palo Alto, May 8, 1846, -- 
Battle of Resaca-de-la-Palma, May 9, 1846, -- Battle of Monterey, Sep. 21-23, 1846, -- Siege of  

(Bvt. Colonel, May 9, 1846, for Gallant Conduct in the 
Battles of Palo Alto and Resaca-de-la-Palma) 

Vera Cruz, Mar. 9-29, 1847, -- Battle of Cerro Gordo, Apr. 17-18, 1847, -- 
(Major, 1st Artillery, Feb. 16, 1847) 

Skirmish of La Hoya, June 20, 1847, -- Defense of Puebla, Sep. 13-Oct. 12,  
(Bvt. Brig.-General, Oct. 12, 1847, for Gallant and Meritorious Conduct in the Defense of 
Puebla, Mex.) 
1847, where he commanded, -- Military Governor of Jalapa, Apr.-June, 1847, and of Puebla, 
Sep.-Oct. 1847; in garrison, at Ft. McHenry, Md., 1848-51; and in command of Military 
Operations in East Florida, Feb. 11, 1852, to Oct. 8, 1853. 
Died, Oct. 8, 1853, at Ft. Brooke, Fla. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH  
  
          Bvt. Brigadier-General Thomas Childs was born, Mar. 16, 1796, at Pittsfield, Mas., of a 
military family, his father and grandfather having done good service in the War of the 
Revolution.  Upon graduating from the Military Academy he was promoted to the Artillery, May 
11, 1814, in which he rose to the rank of Major. 
          Immediately upon leaving his Alma Mater, though yet a boy, he was ordered to the 
Niagara frontier and took part in the Campaign of 1814, being engaged in the Capture of Ft. Erie, 
July 3, the Battle of Niagara, July 25, and Defense of Ft. Erie from its bombardment and assault 
by the enemy, Aug. 13-14, until the siege was raised by the successful Sortie of Sep. 17, 1814.  
For his participation in the latter he received a captured quadrant, upon which was engraved:  
“Presented to Lieut. Thomas Childs, by order of the President of the United States, for gallant 
conduct in the Sortie from Ft. Erie and for spiking the guns of the enemy’s batteries, at the age of 
seventeen years, Sep. 17, 1814.” 
          After twelve years of routine duty, Childs, in 1836, was ordered to Florida where, except 
for a short interval, he was engaged in campaigning against the Seminole Indians till the end of 
the war in 1842, having participated in the Attack on Ft. Drane, which he planned, and various 
difficult expeditions through the Everglades, for which “good conduct and repeated successes” 
he received the brevets of Major, Aug. 21, 1836, and of Lieut.-Colonel, Feb. 1, 1841. 
          Childs in 1845, took command of the Artillery Battalion, with which he fought in the 
Battles of Palo Alto and Resaca-de-la-Palma, receiving for his “gallant conduct,” the brevet of 
Colonel, May 9, 1846.  The Artillery Battalion was then attached to Worth’s brigade and 
marched to Monterey, where Childs was ordered to storm the fortified heights above the 
Bishop’s palace.  The perilous task, wit the assistance of regular infantry and Texas rangers, was 
successfully accomplished before the dawn of Sep. 22, when the Artillery Battalion flag was 
seen planted upon the key-point of Monterey.  The next day the brave Colonel led his column in 
the attack upon the streets of the city until it reached the main plaza.  Of his conduct at 
Monterey, General Worth says:  “The gallant Colonel Childs is safe, and covered all over with 
glory.”  When the regulars of Taylor’s army were ordered to join Scott, Childs became Chief of 
Staff of Worth’s division at Vera Cruz, in the siege of which he took an active part.  At this time, 
being the Major of his regiment, he was placed in command of it in Twigg’s division, which 
performed brilliant service at Cerro Gordo, Apr. 17-18, 1847.  Immediately after, he was made 
Military Governor of Jalapa, and, when General Scott moved with the army to the Valley of 
Mexico, was appointed Military Governor of Puebla, a city of 60,000 inhabitants.  Here Childs 
was obliged, with only 400 effectives, to protect the hospitals, with 1,800 sick, and defend 
himself against assault from without and insurrection from within.  His little band sustained a 
close and continued siege of twenty-eight days by a vastly superior force, amounting, at one 
time, to 8,000, under the immediate command of General Santa Anna.  The siege was 
successfully repelled at all times and at every point amid showers of bullets from streets, 
balconies, house-tops, and churches.  In communicating Childs’s official dispatch of Oct. 13, 
1847 to the War Department, General Scott says:  “I inclose the interesting report made to me 
from Colonel Childs, governor and commander at Puebla, detailing the defense of that place, 
which, though highly arduous, gallant, and triumphant, has not exceeded what was expected at 
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the hands of that excellent commander, his officers and men.”  For the Defense of Puebla, 
Colonel Childs was brevetted Brigadier-General, U. S. Army. 
  
          After the Mexican War, Childs commanded at Ft. McHenry, Md., for three years, and then 
took charge of the Military Operations in East Florida, where he died of yellow fever, Oct. 8, 
1853, at his headquarters, Ft. Brooke. 
          In publishing the obituary order from the General-in-Chief of the U. S. Army, a Pittsfield, 
Mass., newspaper says:  “But while all bear testimony to his gallantry as a solider, his crowning 
distinction was the moral heroism and singular purity of his character, his faithful and consistent 
religious life, which, after all the honors of earth have passed away, remain in the hearts of his 
friends to consecrate his memory, and furnish the brightest and sweetest hope of that better life 
and more enduring fame which await all the faithful soldiers and servants of God." 
 

 
A scene from the Battle of Puebla, Mexico 

 

   
 Gen. Worth’s division marches on Monterrey                        Map of the Battle of Monterrey  
Childs was in Worth’s division during the battle.              Worth’s division is shown on the left. 
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� Andrew served in the 14th Regiment of Volunteers of Vermont in October 1862 as 2nd 
Lieutenant.  He served until mustered out in 1863.  He was promoted successively as Lt. Major 
and Lt. Colonel of the militia in 1864-65.  
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� Charles served in the 26th Connecticut Regiment of the Infantry under Captain George 
Walker Child. He died August 10th, 1863 of disease contracted in the army.   
�
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� Charles served in the 5th Regiment Illinois Cavalry under generals Steel and Curtis.  He 
resigned in 1863 and was elected major of the 142nd Regiment of Volunteer Infantry.  He served 
under General A. J. Smith.   
�
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� Clinton served two years. 
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� Francis served in the 13th Wisconsin Volunteer Regiment. 
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� Frederick was killed in the Battle of Spotsylvania, Virginia on May 10th, 1864.�
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� Henry served as surgeon of the 6th Iowa Regiment Volunteers.  
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 James was born on the 4th of July, 1834, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. His father was 
Harvey Childs, a native of Massachusetts. His mother, Jane Bailey (Lowrie) Childs, was a sister 
of the Hon. Walter H. Lowrie, late Chief Justice of Pennsylvania. He was educated at Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, where he graduated in the class of 1852. He stood six feet tall, was 
well proportioned, and enjoyed good health. He was married on the 14th of July, 1857, to Mary 
H. Howe, eldest daughter of the Hon. Thomas M. Howe, of Pittsburgh.  
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After graduation, he settled in his hometown of Pittsburgh, where he was a civil engineer 

and a wholesale dry good merchant and manufacturer of cotton goods. He became a prominent 
and well-respected businessman in the community. 

James served in the 12th Regiment of Volunteers of Pennsylvania.  During the three 
months service he was 1st Lieutenant of the “City Guard” Company of Pittsburgh.   

Upon the disbandment of the 12th Regiment James quickly arranged his affairs for an 
indefinite absence, quietly stating to his family, “A man’s duty is to his country, and that no 
alternative presented itself to him but to remain in the field until relieved by death or the close of 
the war.”   

On October 18, 1861, he was again mustered into service as Lt. Colonel of the 4th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and at once joined his regiment.  His soldiery bearing and personal 
qualities soon won the admiration and respect of his comrades.  He was presented with a sash, 
belt and sabre of fine workmanship, accompanied with a complimentary letter from the officers 
of the regiment.   
While encamped near Washington, D. C., Col. Childs was appointed provost marshal of 
Georgetown, a post demanding tact and executive ability, which he clearly displayed.  At the 
unanimous request of the regiment, he was, on March 12, 1862, promoted to the Colonelcy.  
Wearied with the tedium of an encampment, Col. Childs sought service near Richmond where 
conflict was daily expected, and rejoiced when the summons came to proceed to the peninsula. 

Upon arriving he was ordered with Pennsylvania Reserves to the front and took the 
position the night before the series of terrible struggles known as the Seven Days Battles.  An 
incident of the first day is worthy of note, as it established his reputation for cool judgment.  His 
regiment and the 5th Regiment Cavalry were ordered to fall back from a charge upon the enemy’s 
infantry, who were found impregnably entrenched against cavalry.  The regulars left the field at a 
trot.  Col. Childs, to the surprise of the division, forced his men to leave at a walk.  When asked 
his reason, he replied it might do to trot off a regiment accustomed to fire, but such an 
experiment tried on untested troops like his would result in the trot becoming a gallop, and the 
gallop a stampede and he did not propose to have his men run from the first fire.   

A few days later his undaunted firmness saved his command from disastrous rout.  By the 
illness of Gen. Averill, to whose brigade the 4th Penn. Cav. was attached, Col. Childs came into 
command, and was ordered by Gen. McClellan to pursue the flying column of the enemy’s 
cavalry.  Returning from the pursuit on the day of the Battle of South Mountain, the brigade 
advanced to Antietam River.   

The following morning, September 17, 1862, was fought the sanguinary Battle of 
Antietam.  Col. Childs, while leading his brigade under heavy fire, was struck in the thigh by a 
solid shot and hurled from his horse.  Recognizing the fatal nature of the wound, he dispatched 
an aide to Gen. Pleasanton to tell him that he was dying, gave other needed official orders, then 
turning to his adjutant and personal friend, Capt. Henry King of Pittsburgh, confided to him his 
farewell messages of love to his wife and family.  To his little son, Howe, he sent his watch and 
said, “Tell him to be a good boy and a useful man, and true to his country.”  A few minutes later 
death released him from all pain.  He was, said Lt. Hughes, “All that we could desire as an 
officer and a gentleman; a braver man never lived, and never braver died.”    
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After the war, when the Antietam battlefield was 
marked, Childs received a monument. Located on 
Maryland Route 34 near Antietam Creek, the 
simple stone monument says: 

At this spot Colonel James H. Childs of the 4th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry in temporary command of 
Averill’s Brigade fell mortally wounded on the 
morning of Sept. 17, 1862.  

Col. James Harvey Childs 
Note:  He preferred the s on the end of 

his name. 
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 Joel served in the 45th Regiment of Volunteers of Illinois.  He died at the Battle of 
Shiloh.��
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 Jonathan enlisted in the 10th Massachusetts Battery Light Artillery and died in an army 
hospital in Washington, D. C. on November 15, 1862. 
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� Col. Childs was appointed major in the 4th Michigan Infantry, afterwards Lt. Col. And 
Col. Of the same regiment.  He passed through many of the serve battles of the Army of the 
Potomac. 
�
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� Capt. Childs joined the 11th Michigan Infantry.  He served three years in the Army of the 
Cumberland.  At the Battle of Chickamauga, September 2, 1863, he was severely wounded and 
taken prisoner, afterwards exchanged. 

Col. James H. Childs 
standing 
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� Nathaniel enlisted on January 4, 1864 in the 14th unattached Company of Massachusetts 
Heavy Artillery.  Afterwards, Company I, 3rd Regiment Heavy Artillery acting engineers and 
pontoons. 
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� In 1864, he enlisted and joined the 1st Massachusetts “Light Battery.”  Soon after 
reaching the battlefield, he was appointed inspector of repairs, a trust that he fully fulfilled.  His 
services recognized by his colonel in the presentation of a valuable horse and equipments, and a 
sword. 
�
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� Died 1864 
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 Willard was the first in the town of Pittsford, Vermont to enroll for volunteer service in 
the Union Army.  He was immediately appointed assistant surgeon in the 4th Volunteer Regiment 
of Infantry of Vermont.  At the expiration of the three months service, he returned to his home, 
but soon after went back to the army.  He was again appointed assistant surgeon of the 4th 
Regiment.  Shortly after he was promoted to surgeon in the 10th Volunteer Regiment of Vermont.  
He then was promoted to brigadier surgeon, and finally to the post of division surgeon, serving 
through the entire war.  He performed his first surgical operation on the field at the Battle of Big 
Bethel.  His army record is a highly honorable one.  He was in twenty-eight or twenty-nine 
battles.  After his marriage in 1861, his wife, Emma Knapp, was with him during the greater part 
of the remaining campaigns, rendering sympathy and aid to the wounded and dying soldiers. 
 
����������������%�����	�����
� William enlisted on August 13, 1862 as assistant surgeon of the 5th Regiment New 
Hampshire Volunteers and was commissioned surgeon in the same regiment November 4, 1864.  
He served until July 1865. 
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James N. Burnham, eldest son of Hannah Child, served in the Civil War under generals Grant 
and Sherman.  He was captured and spent time at the notorious Andersonville Prison. 
 
Sgt. William Sallee, husband of Elizabeth Child, was wounded at the Battle at Pea Ridge. 
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� Child was killed at the Battle at Malvern Hill  with Jackson’s Brigade 
when in front of McClelland’s command. 
 
��������%�����	�%�����&�
��
 Sergeant, C.S.A. Childs was the great great grandson of Betty Washington, sister of 
President George Washington. He enlisted in Landis' Missouri Confederate artillery & served 
with it throughout the war. He was with the battery company when it surrendered at Vicksburg & 
was later exchanged. After the war he moved to New York to work for the American 
Manufacturing Company on Wall Street. 
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�
�����������������
� On September 4, 1792, he was commissioned Ensign of the 2d Massachusetts Infantry.  
On September 10, 1789 (sic), made Lt. And Captain on September 29, 1801.  April 22, 1805, 
made major, and further promoted Lt. Colonel and Commandant of the regiment in 1809. 
�
���������������'
��
� Child graduated from West Point 1st lieutenant. and captain in the U. S. Army. 
 
�������J��������'
��
 Child served in the early 1800s. 
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�������+��,���*�����
� Child enlisted in the U. S. Army at Fort Leavenworth, Missouri (sic) in 1844.  He 
marched overland to Mexico as one of General Kennedy’s staff, which position he held during 
the war with Mexico.  He received a lance wound in the neck and a ball wound in the instep that 
disabled him from active service.  At the close of the war he was discharged with a pension. 
 
��������#��	��������
 Mentioned during the War of 1812 section. 
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Name: David A Child   
Birth Year:  1923  
Race:  White, citizen (White)   
Nativity State or Country:  Massachusetts    
State: Georgia    
County or City:  Bibb    
Enlistment Date: 14 Jan 1943   
Enlistment State: Georgia  
Enlistment City:  Fort McPherson Atlanta Branch:  
Branch Immaterial  - Warrant Officers, USA  
Branch Code: Branch Immaterial - Warrant Officers, USA  
Grade: Private  
Grade Code: Private  
Term of Enlistment: Enlistment for the duration of the War or other emergency, plus six 
months, subject to the discretion of the President or otherwise according to law  
Component: Selectees (Enlisted Men)  
Source: Civil Life    
Education: 3 years of high school  
Civil Occupation: Motorcycle Mechanic or Packer, High Explosives (Munitions worker, 
ammunition.) or Toolroom Keeper or Stock Clerk or Stock Control Clerk  
Height: 67  
Weight: 128 

 

��

Child on his way to Ft. 
McPherson, GA to 
report for duty. Photo 
taken August 18, 1943. 
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Camp Lee, VA. 
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David Child 
and Jerry Stubbs in Syracuse, New York. 

Photo taken 1944 
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         Note the church steeple in the background of each photos is the same. 

�

David Child on the streets of 
Bitche in 2005.  He fought here 
during WWII. 

Town of Bitche after its 
liberation by the 398th, 100th 
Infantry Division  3/16/45 
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Date/Time groups indicate approximate time of Neckar crossing by each unit. 

Dates only indicate duration of battle in a particular area. 
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Campaign Streamers 

Rhineland 

Ardennes-Alsace 

Central Europe 

Decorations 

Under the provisions of (UP) War Department General Order (WD GO) 11, 1946, all companies 
of the 3d Battalion are entitled to the Distinguished Unit Citation (DUC) embroidered 
HEILBRONN. 

UP WD GO 27, 1945, all companies of the 3d Battalion entitled to DUC embroidered BITCHE. 

UP 100th Infantry Division GO 142, 1945, Headquarters Company entitled to Meritorious Unit 
Citation (MUC) embroidered EUROPEAN THEATER. 

UP 100th Infantry Division GO 59, 1945, Service Company entitled to MUC embroidered 
EUROPEAN THEATER. 

Child, seated 
on left, on the 
SS L’Enfant 
returning home 
from war Feb. 
1946.    
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Coat of Arms 

Shield. Azure, a bend wavy argent, to base a "Diamond Rattler" gliding bendwise proper. 
 
Crest. That for the regiments and separate battalions of the Army Reserve: On a wreath of the 
colors (argent and azure) the Lexington Minuteman proper. The statue of the Minute Man, 
Captain John Parker (H.H. Kiston, sculptor), stands on the Common in Lexington, 
Massachusetts. 
 
Motto: On the Alert. 
The shield is blue for Infantry. The bend wavy represents the Kanawha River, the general district 
to which the organization is allocated, and the "Diamond Rattler" refers to the title given to 
military organizations in the State of West Virginia. 
 
Distinctive Insignia   
The insignia is the shield, crest, and motto of the Coat of Arms of the regiment. 
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Child (on left) with some of his football 
teammates  
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Photo taken in Esslingen, 
Germany 1945.  Child saw hope 
perform here. 
 

Photo taken in Ulm, Germany 1945.  Child did 
the decorations for the show put on for the 
troops.  Child is third from the right. 



��������
��	'������>��������

�������������� �
��������:��
���'��������
��
������������0
�J�&����	
� �������'��
����	���
��
��'��'������'��
�*������'�8
���� ���
�

������� �� �
��������������#��
���������0����8,���
���	'����������� ������������������������5�����
�68,���������
���	'���� �
�

�� ������������������������������������������������������������������������ �
�

David Child 
in Class A 
uniform 1944 

David Child 
with army 
buddies 1944 
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It's a long way to Tipperary, 
It's a long way to go. 
It's a long way to Tipperary 
To the sweetest girl I know! 
Goodbye Piccadilly, 
Farewell Leicester Square! 
It's a long long way to Tipperary, 
But my heart's right there. 
 
Child said he and the other 
troops would sing this while 
marching in France. 
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¬¬¬¬  Child’s Ship on 
return from war 
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Name: Frank M Child Jr  
Birth Year:  1921  
Race: White, citizen (White)  
Nativity State or Country:  Massachusetts  
State: Georgia  
County or City:  Fulton    
Enlistment Date: 30 Mar 1942  
Enlistment State: Georgia  
Enlistment City:  Atlanta  
Branch: Air Corps  
Branch Code: Air Corps  
Grade: Private  
Grade Code: Private  
Term of Enlistment: Enlistment for the duration of the War or other emergency, plus six 
months, subject to the discretion of the President or otherwise according to law  
Component: Army of the United States - includes the following: Voluntary enlistments effective 
December 8, 1941 and thereafter; One year enlistments of National Guardsman whose State 
enlistment expires while in the Federal Service; Officers appointed in the Army of  
Source: Civil Life    
Education: 1 year of college  
Height: 68  
Weight: 127 
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Photos taken in Massachusetts right after Child’s return from war. 
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Name: Geraldine M Doxtator  
Birth Year:  1921  
Race: White, citizen (White)  
Nativity State or Country:  New York  
State: New York  
County or City:  Onondaga    
Enlistment Date: 27 May 1943  
Enlistment State: New York  
Enlistment City:  Syracuse  
Branch: Women’s Army Corps  
Branch Code: Corps of Military Police  
Grade Code: Private  
Term of Enlistment: Enlistment for the duration of the War or other emergency, plus six 
months, subject to the discretion of the President or otherwise according to law  
Component: Women’s Army Corps  
Source: Civil Life    
Education: 4 years of high school  
Marital Status:  Single, without dependents  
Height: 00  
Weight: 080 
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Doxtator, Geraldine. Fayetteville.  

"Miss Geraldine Doxtator, daughter of Mrs. Irving Doxtator of 
Salt Springs St., who enlisted in the WACs, recently, left 
Thursday for Camp Devens, Mass., where she will receive 
training. She enlisted for Foreign Service. Her co-workers at the 
Precision Castings Co. gave her a farewell party at Suburban 
Park last Thursday night and presented her with a fountain pen 
and pencil set, and a purse of money," The Eagle-Bulletin, 
6/18/1943.  
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"One of several thousand American women to enlist in the 
armed forces this month, Auxiliary Geraldine M. Doxtator, has 
arrived at the Fourth WAC training center to begin her four 
weeks of basic training. Aux. Doxtator is the daughter of Mrs. 
Mary E. Doxtator of 235 Salt Springs street, Fayetteville. 
Following basic training, Aux. Doxtator will be assigned to a 
specialist's school or officer candidate school or to duty at an 
Army post. Now more than 60,000 strong, the Women's Army 
hopes to enroll an additional 90,000 by July 1 for active 
participation in this country's fight for freedom, here and 
overseas," The Eagle-Bulletin, 7/2/1943.  

Auxiliary Geraldine Doxtator was home from Camp Devens 
over the week-end," The Eagle-Bulletin, 7/16/1943.  

"Pvt. Geraldine Doxtator, WAC, stationed at Ft. Stevens, 
Oregon, is passing the holidays with her mother, Mrs. Irving 
Doxtator, at the home of Miss Minnie Waters, 306 Elm street," 
The Eagle-Bulletin, 12/24/1943.  

"Fayetteville has five women serving their country...Geraldine 
Doxtator with the WACs," The Eagle-Bulletin, 1/21/1944.  

"The following girls and women from this vicinity have entered 
the Women's Reserve of the armed forces...Geraldine Doxtator 
of Fayetteville served several months with the WACS, and was 
recently given a medical discharge," The Eagle-Bulletin, 
5/5/1944. 
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Child boarding the bus to the airport for 
the flight to Kuwait then Iraq 
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These are photos of Child and his 
fellow soldiers clearing out a house 
where the enemy was suspected of 
leaving. 



��������
A����8�	0��� /�����.�����������
�
���*����5�����F	� ����
�
 
Don’t have much time.  We got a good scare yesterday, but I can’t really get into it.  Just know 
that I’m staying alert and on my toes and I promise I’ll come home.  Got Heather’s package.  
We’re moving outta here to where I told you we are going.  We leave tomorrow.  Don’t know 
about the computer/phone situation out there.  Talk to you when I can.  Give everyone my love. 
 
 
Love you, 
Winn 
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One of David’s duties when not 
on patrol was to guard the 
commanding officer when he 
needed to go somewhere.  Child 
sat on top of the Hummer (as 
shown on left) and man the .50 
caliber machine gun. 
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A picture of the futbol tournament and one of us on the roof...the little kid is the National Police 
general's son.  Notice his uniform...the next day he had a .45 cal pistol with a full magazine in 
his holster.  Needless to say we took it from him.  That kid gets to do whatever he wants...he 
walks around shouting orders at the National Police...it's pretty funny. 

  

Love you, 

Winn 
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